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INTRODUCTION  

 

 One definition of mobile learning is any sort of learning that happens when the learner is not 

at a fixed, predetermined location, or learning that happens when the learner takes advantage of the 
learning opportunities offered by mobile technologies (O’Malley, et al. 2003). In other words, with 

the use of mobile devices, learners can learn from various locations.  Crescente and Lee (2011) 

believe that the objective of M-learning is to provide the learner the ability to assimilate learning 

anywhere and at any time. The term covers learning with portable technologies including but not 
limited to handheld computers, MP3 players, notebooks, mobile phones and tablets. M-learning 

focuses on the mobility of the learner, interacting with portable technologies, and learning that reflects 

a focus on how society and its institutions can accommodate and support an increasingly mobile 
population. M-Learning, like other forms of E-learning, is also collaborative. Sharing is almost 

instantaneous among everyone using the same content, which leads to the reception of instant 

feedback and tips. This highly active process has proven to increase exam scores from the fiftieth to 
the seventieth percentile, and cut the dropout rate in technical fields by 22 percent (Saylor, 2012). M-

Learning also brings strong portability by replacing books and notes with small RAMs, filled with 

tailored learning contents. In addition, it is simple to utilize mobile learning for a more effective and 

entertaining experience (wikipedia.com). 
 

Traxler (2007) expresses some advocates of mobile learning attempt to define and 

conceptualise it in terms of devices and technologies; other advocates define and conceptualise it in 
terms of the mobility of learners and the mobility of learning, and in terms of the learners’ experience 

of learning with mobile devices. Looking at mobile learning in a wider context, we have to recognise 

that mobile, personal, and wireless devices are now radically transforming societal notions of 

discourse and knowledge, and are responsible for new forms of art, employment, language, 
commerce, deprivation, and crime, as well as learning. With increased popular access to information 
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ABSTRACT 

As a tool of educational technology, mobile is a useful, portable device for learning-teaching 

process which can be applied by anyone, in every time and in every place in different subjects. It 
goes beyond a particular classroom, workshop, etc. This paper speaks about mobile and mobile 

learning more specifically. 

 

KEY WORD : M-learning, mobile learning, educational technology, education 

 

57



 

                                                                                                                                                 
Mobile Learning in Education                                                                                                                       Article ID # 2109                                                                                                                
 

 
Quest International Multidisciplinary Research Journal ● Vol - II , Issue - I ●  June - 2013    
 

 

and knowledge anywhere, anytime, the role of education, perhaps especially formal education, is 

challenged and the relationships between education, society, and technology are now more dynamic 

than ever. He defines mobile learning can emphasise those unique attributes that position it within 
informal learning, rather than formal. These attributes place much mobile learning at odds with formal 

learning with its cohorts, courses, semesters, assessments, and campuses, and with its monitoring and 

evaluation regimes. Attempts to develop the conceptualisations and evaluation of mobile learning, 
however, must recognise that mobile learning is essentially personal, contextual, and situated; 

Looking at mobile learning in a wider context, everyone has to recognise that mobile, personal, and 

wireless devices are now radically transforming societal notions of discourse and knowledge, and are 

responsible for new forms of art, employment, language, commerce, deprivation, and crime, as well 
as learning. With increased popular access to information and knowledge anywhere, anytime, the role 

of education, perhaps especially formal education, is challenged and the relationships between 

education, society, and technology are now more dynamic than ever.  
 

Illich (1971), Freire (1972), and Gramsci (1985) confirm mobile learning technologies clearly 

support the transmission and delivery of rich multi-media content. They also support discussion and 
discourse, real-time, synchronous and asynchronous, using voice, text and multi-media. Different 

disciplines, say for example sociology or literature as opposed to engineering, may also require 

broadly different conceptions of teaching. Distance learning versus site-based/ face-to-face education 

form another alternative axis to the subject axis; distance educators will have their own conceptions of 
teaching, often influenced. 

 

Savill-Smith, Attewell and Stead Tribal (2006) identified the value of mobile learning.  Tutors 
who have used M-Learning programs and techniques have made the following value statements in 

favour of M-Learning. 

 

 It is important to bring new technology into the classroom. 

 Devices used are more lightweight than books and PCs. 
 Mobile learning can be used to diversify the types of learning activities students partake in (or a 

blended learning approach). 

 Mobile learning supports the learning process rather than being integral to it. 

 Mobile learning can be a useful add-on tool for students with special needs. However, for SMS 

and MMS this might be dependent on the students’ specific disabilities or difficulties involved. 

 Mobile learning can be used as a ‘hook’ to re-engage disaffected youth. 

Tanya (2011), Crescente and Lee (2011) clarity its benefits as:  

 Relatively inexpensive opportunities, as the cost of mobile devices are significantly less than PCs 

and laptops 

 Multimedia content delivery and creation options 

 Continuous and situated learning support 

 Decrease in training costs 

 Potentially a more rewarding learning experience 

 
Mobile learning offers a perspective that differs dramatically from personalised conventional 

e-Learning in that it supports learning that recognises the context and history of each individual 

learner and delivers learning to the learner when and where they want it.By situated learning, we 

mean learning that takes place in the course of activity, in appropriate and meaningful contexts (Lave 
& Wenger, 1991). By authentic learning, we mean learning that involves real-world problems and 

projects that are relevant and interesting to the learner. Mobile learning enables these conditions to be 

met, allowing learning tasks built around data capture, location-awareness, and collaborative working, 
even for distance learning students physically remote from each other. 
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CONCLUSION 

 

Mobile learning is the union of mobile computing technologies and e-learning. This type of 
learning environment enables the learners to access the learning materials from anywhere at any time. 

While the learner is moving with his/her mobile device, the system dynamically supports his/her 

learning by communicating with the embedded devices in the environment. These technologies have 
transformed the learning methodologies also. The mobility of the individual increases the capabilities 

of the individuals to adapt to new learning environments. Today learning takes place at any time and 

at any place because of the rapid advancement in mobile technologies. Through their mobile devices, 

learners learn as if they are in a real classroom environment. The learning environment is equipped 
with sensors and other tiny devices embedded in learning objects. These devices are capable to 

identify the current context and other learning objects of the learners. The communication between 

students, tutors, and instructors has increased due to the tremendous growth in these technologies 
(Vinu, Sherimon, Krishnanc, 2011). Mobile learning allows the distance learning and part-time 

students to exploit small amounts of time and space for learning, to work with other students on 

projects and discussions, and to maximise contact and support from tutors. Mobile devices create not 
only new forms of knowledge and new ways of accessing it, but also create new forms of art and 

performance, and new ways of accessing them (such as 'pop' videos designed and sold for iPods). 

Mobile devices are creating new forms of commerce and economic activity as well. So mobile 

learning is not about 'mobile' as previously understood, or about 'learning' as previously understood, 
but part of a new mobile conception of society. Mobile education, however innovative, technically 

feasible, and pedagogically sound, may have no chance of sustained, wide-scale institutional 

deployment in higher education in the foreseeable future, at a distance or on site. These strategic 
factors are different from those of technology and pedagogy. They are the context and the 

environment for the technical and the pedagogic aspects. They include resources (that is, finance and 

money but also human resources, physical estates, institutional reputation, intellectual property, and 

expertise) and culture (that is, institutions as social organisations, their practices, values and 
procedures, but also the expectations and standards of their staff, students and their wider 

communities, including employers and professional bodies) (Traxler , 2007) . 
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